





28 January 2007
Mr. Mark Doe
Doe, Smith and Jones, P.A.
123 1st Street
Valkaria, FL  32950-4328
RE: Retainer Agreement for Economic Analysis in Mrs. Ima Hurte’s Personal Injury Case

Transmitted Via Facsimile (321-000-1234) and Regular Mail

Dear Mr. Doe:

Thank you for asking me to serve as the economic expert economist for Mrs. Ima Hurte’s personal injury case.  I would appreciate having the opportunity to work with you.


In terms of my fees, my research time is billed at $250.00 per hour and travel time is billed at $150.00 per hour.  The hourly rate for travel time is a door-to-door rate, beginning from departure from my office or place of lodging and terminating with arrival at the final destination.  

The number of hours of research and writing time billed on personal injury cases such as this one ranges from 4 to 40, depending on whether or not the case goes to trial and the complexity of the case.  However, from your description, this appears to be a typical case and would take approximately 10-15 hours for the research and analysis portion.  I do not expect that I would need more than 15 hours, but if I do, I will discuss it with you.


Should a deposition be required, I will, of course, bill the opposing counsel for my deposition fees.  However, for your information, I charge a minimum fee of $750 for a deposition that covers 2 hours of deposition time.  Additional deposition time is billed at $375 per hour testimony rate for each additional hour or portion thereof. I require payment at or before the time of the deposition. If for some reason the opposing counsel does not pay the deposition fees, your firm assumes responsibility for these costs.

I prefer depositions to be taken in Melbourne or telephonically but, if necessary, can travel.  I will drive to any location requiring 3 or less hours of driving time.  Driving 
Page 2 of 3

Kinney to Doe
Fee Agreement for Hurte
travel is billed at the travel rate of $150 per hour plus costs for lodging and meals if necessary.  If a trip is required to a city requiring more than 3 hours driving time, airfare, lodging and rental car expenses need to be provided.

If the case goes to trial and additional trial preparation time is necessary, that will depend on you.  Additional trial preparation time depends on whether or not you want us to get together for practice testimony, for me to write a list of questions for myself and/or the defense, etc.  Trial preparation time is billed at the research rate of $250/hour.  

Trial testimony time is billed at the same rate as deposition testimony, or $375 per hour.  Trial fees are a minimum of $1500 which covers 4 hours of trial time.  If the trial location is further than 3 hours from Melbourne, airfare, lodging and rental car expenses also need to be provided.  Please note also that all fees for research and analysis must be paid in full before I can provide deposition or trial testimony.  Prepayment of the $1500 minimum trial fee and estimated travel costs is also required.  Any additional trial costs would be invoiced after trial.


I require a $1,000 non-refundable minimum fee payment for each case.  Beyond the initial fee, invoices for research and analysis are issued after a report or service is provided or before testimony.

My analysis and opinion will be straightforward, honest and only grounded in economics.  As such, this may or may not support your case.  I usually can determine that I cannot help your case within the first few hours of research and will limit such fees to the $1,000 retainer.  In addition, my reports are provided with a 100% satisfaction   guarantee.   If for some reason you do not like my analysis and do not want to use my opinions, there will be no additional fees assessed beyond the $1,00 minimum fee payment.


Bills are determined by the extent of case evaluation required and are in no way contingent on the outcome of the case.  

Payment is requested upon receipt of invoice. A $50 late fee applies to balances outstanding after 30 days.


I agree not to work for any other person or party involved in this case on matters relating to this case for two weeks after I am verbally retained.  However, should two weeks lapse without receipt of the $1,000 retainer, I am free to accept work from any other party.
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Permission to use my name, or in any way indicate that I am an expert witness or consultant for your side of the case, either informally or formally with other parties, is not granted until the retainer has been paid.


In personal injury cases, there may be past and future medical costs, lost wages and possibly household services costs.  As such, the information necessary for analyzing future medical costs in a personal injury case are the injured party’s:   (1) race, (2) sex, (3) date of birth, (4) date of injury, (5) complaint and answer, if filed, (6) plaintiff’s answers to interrogatories, (7) plaintiff’s depositions, (8) demand letter, (9) doctors’ narrative reports which describe his medical condition and need for future medical care, (10) doctors’ depositions describing the same, (11) data on Mrs. Hurte’s past medical care provided and its cost, and (12) any other information that you may have that you feel is germane to her future medical needs and costs.  In terms of her future lost wages, we also need to know (13) her pre-accident employment and income history, (14) educational history and plans before the accident, (15) what she does now for income and (16) what she and a vocational expert expects she will be abe to do in the future, if applicable, and (17) vocational rehabilitation reports, if applicable.  In terms of household services losses, with your permission, I will interview her on the telephone or in person at a later date.  The household services losses are the various tasks that she previously provided to his family that are no longer possible for her to provide.

I trust you will find the enclosed satisfactory.  Should you wish to proceed with retaining my services, I would need a non-refundable cost deposit/retainer of $1,000.00 and a signed copy of this letter acknowledging the terms and conditions contained herein. 


Again, thank you for considering retaining me for your economic analysis.  I look forward to the opportunity of working with you.







Sincerely,







Marcelle A. Kinney, Ph.D.

MK:mak

Acknowledged by:  _____________________     
Date:  _________________

